
MARCH 13, 2012           CITY OF GUNNISON COUNCIL                                7:00 P.M. 

REGULAR SESSION MEETING MINUTES 

 
The City Council Regular Session meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M., by Mayor Houck 
with Councilors Drexel, Harriman, Seymour and Nesbitt present along with City Manager 
Coleman, City Clerk Davidson, Parks & Recreation Director Ampietro, Public Works Director 
Bradford, Finance Director Hanson, several citizens and the press.  A Council quorum was 
present.   
 
Consideration of Minutes: 

 Regular Session Meeting Minutes of February 28, 2012. 

Councilor Nesbitt stated that under his report on page four, that John McClow was already 
appointed as a Director on the Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) and is now up for 
Chair of that Board.  Frank Kugel has been appointed to the Colorado Water Resources & Power 
Development Authority.  Clerk Davidson stated she would make those changes.  
Councilor Nesbitt moved and Councilor Seymour seconded the motion to approve the Regular 
Session Meeting minutes of February 28, 2012, as amended.  
 Roll call vote, yes:  Drexel, Harriman, Houck, Seymour, Nesbitt.  So carried. 
 Roll call vote, no:   None. 
   
Pre-Scheduled Citizens:   
 Jane Chaney – 4

th
 Quarter 2011, Tourism Association Update.  Director Jane Chaney 

stated that Stephen Pierotti, who is a past Tourism Association (TA) Board member, is now the 
TA’s Interim Web Master and Interactive Marketing Manager.  Also present is Frank Kugel who 
is the Non-Profit Representative on the TA Board. Topics discussed included:  the TA web 
traffic was up 31% at year end 2011 and was up 40% in February so they are going in the right 
direction;  the Local Marketing District tax was up 3% at year end 2011; public relations in the 
4th quarter was outstanding; the TA web site had 74,419 visits during the 4th quarter and this was 
up 27% over the 4th quarter 2010; the percentage of new visits from visitor origins in the 4th 
quarter 2011 was 82.5% from Texas and 83% from Georgia; through March, 2012, the Facebook 
site had 4,856 likes and 1,508,607 Friends or Fans; lack of snow was the biggest factor in lack of 
airline seat sales; research has shown that people are only booking approximately 3 weeks in 
advance; building year-round brand equity is what is needed; and there needs to be a focus on 
what’s the biggest bang for the marketing buck.  City Manager Coleman stated the TA’s 
effectiveness has proven out over the years and having public support is key to success.  Mayor 
Houck stated he appreciates the attentive eye to diverse opportunities that Ms. Chaney follows.  
Council thanked Ms. Chaney and the TA members for their report.  

 

 Gunnison Partners Representative – Tina McGuiness, Re: 8
th
 Street School 

Rehabilitation.  Partners Director Tina McGuiness, Board Member Jeff Walker and 
Preservation Architect Jody Reeser addressed Council.  City Manager Coleman explained this 
item was not presented at a Work Session prior to a Regular Session because next week’s 
meeting has been cancelled and Partners needs to submit a grant application prior to April 1st.  
Partners is requesting $4447.00 from the City for the 8th Street School Rehabilitation Project.  
$2,247 is a waiver of building permit fees for the project, $1,000 is cash for a temporary roof 
cover and $1,200 is cash for assistance for asbestos testing.  Actual cash outlay from the City is 
$2,200.  Ms. McGuiness reviewed the project.  They own the property outright.  Local 
fundraising is through the “Adopt a Brick” Program.  They need to raise $15,000 for a match 
from the Boetcher Foundation and for every $2.00 raised locally, the Gates Foundation could 
match with a $1.00 grant.  Partners has through November 1, 2012, to raise the local funds.  
They currently have raised approximately $10,000.  Discussion on the rehabilitation project 
ensued.  Finance Director Hanson provided a memo in Council’s packets indicating $4,003 was 
available in Additional Contracts.  Council consensus was to take action on a Contract for 
Service in the amount of $2,200 cash and $2,247 in-kind services at the next Council Regular 
Session.   

 

Unfinished Business:   
 2012 Streets & Sidewalks Capital Projects Additions Discussion.  Public Works 
Director Bradford addressed Council.  Items discussed included the following:  $339,800 in 
projects was presented to Council at a prior Work Session meeting and was $29,000 over the 
2012  budgeted amount;  increased oil and gas prices will affect the estimates;  possible paving 
of the Gill’s Addition alleys; the utilization of using recycled asphalt; construction of the Reed 
Street storm drain being financed out of Wastewater Reserve Fund; agreement of Council and 
Staff regarding the need to invest in City infrastructure; failing streets being paved prior to 
alleys; and sidewalk construction and replacement.  City Manager Coleman stated the sidewalk 
project is approximately 19,000 Sq. ft. with a cost of approximately $55,000.   
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City Manager Coleman then discussed the paving of sections of Escalante Drive adjacent to the 
WSC campus prior to the USAPCC Bike Event.  The City would do a cost-sharing project with 
the College on paving the section of Escalante Drive from North Colorado Street to the College 
Maintenance Drive and the section of Escalante Drive from Georgia Avenue east to the concrete 
street section adjacent to the Aspinall-Wilson Conference Center.  This would be a one-time 
paving project with no future maintenance obligation.  This paving would be included in the 
overall paving project bids.    
 
Director Bradford informed Council if they would like to proceed, he would advertise for bids 
for the 2012 Street Improvements Project with the streets as proposed, both ends of Escalante 
Drive as discussed, the sidewalk improvements as discussed, and then paving of alleys if they are 
within the project amounts.  Council consensus was for him to proceed with the advertisement 
for bids. 
   

New Business:   

 VanTuyl Ranch Lease Discussion.  Public Works Director Bradford and City Manager 
Coleman invited Bill Parker to address Council.  The City Manager explained the existing lease 
was for three years.  During that time, trails and various recreation activities have been added to 
the ranch.  More people are using these assets.  In addition, Parker Pastures has added a variety 
of agriculture processes to the property.  The City Manager and Public Works Director have met 
with Mr. Parker to address conflict issues between people, dogs and livestock.  Discussion of the 
lease and ranch property ensued.  Topics discussed included:  the City’s responsibility to fence 
the constructed trails;  use of the trails to move livestock and ranch motorized equipment; a one 
year versus four year lease; the completed ranch master plan; the Natural Resource Conservation 
Service ranch management study; water quality and quantity; irrigation water and ditch 
maintenance; culvert and drainage work on the trails; the Parker’s desire to take their ranching 
operations to the next level; the ranch as an employer and economic driver in the community; 
needed work on the Piloni Ditch diversion structure; the existing lease’s 90 day termination 
notice; water aquifer recharge; and maintaining and enhancing the riparian habitat on the ranch.  
City Manager Coleman reminded Council the priorities set by the Ranch Master Plan is water 
quality/quantity preservation for the City’s wells by maintaining the hay meadows irrigation 
system, riparian habitat preservation, passive recreation, and then managed livestock on the 
ranch.  He hopes the different uses can be compatible on the ranch.  Mayor Houck asked who 
measures compliance at the end of the proposed term?  The City Manager suggested that the 
questions included in Council’s packets could be used as the template for Lessee compliance.  
Further discussion on the lease term ensued.  Council consensus was to go with a four year lease 
with evaluation for compliance after one year.  If compliance is not maintained, then the Lessee 
would have a year to vacate.  The Mayor suggested scheduled check-ins between Staff and the 
Parker’s on operations compliance.  The City Manager stated Staff would come back to Council 
with a revised lease.   

 

 City’s Electric Power Mix Overview (no action requested).  Public Works Director 
Bradford stated he placed an overview of the City’s electric purchased power and CO2 emissions 
reduction update in their packets.  In 2009, the City adopted an energy action plan with a goal to 
reduce CO2 emissions by 20% by the year 2020.  This was using 2005 as the base year.  Director 
Bradford stated the City is on track.  In 2011, 56.6% of the City’s purchased power was from 
non-carbon emitting resources.  The purchase of wind energy attributes and wind-generated 
electricity and the purchase of hydro-produced energy have reduced the City’s CO2 emissions.  
This reduction rate is variable year-to-year depending upon the availability of hydropower and 
customer usage demands.  The average over the three years is 13.93%.  He stated he has been in 
discussion with WSC regarding purchase of wind power attributes.  City staff has replaced less 
efficient street lights and Christmas decoration lights with more energy efficient LED lights.  
More energy efficient lights and ballasts were installed in City Hall recently.  The Community 
Center will be undergoing the same lighting replacement in the near future.   He reported that 
some coal-fired generation plants may be shutting down and there will be higher-priced natural 
gas produced power available. In some areas, it could result in 60% higher energy costs.  As 
directed by Council, he continues to work with the solar representatives out of California.  It is a 
year-long analysis process.   
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Ordinances and Resolutions:  None. 
 
Interim City Attorney Kathleen Fogo:  not present. 
 
City Manager: Ken Coleman.  City Manager Coleman informed Council of the following:  City 
Staff attended the WSC Job Fair last week and there was interest in the City’s internship 
program;  after the joint Work Session with the Planning Commission, CD Director Westbay 
contacted several businesses regarding their non-compliant signs and most are cooperating; he is 
focusing primarily on flashing signs at this time;  the crosswalk signs have been placed for the 
season; and two street sweepers are out cleaning the streets. 
 
Acting City Manager:  Parks & Recreation Director Ampietro reported the following:  they had 
one bidder on the energy efficient lighting at the Community Center and they have ordered the 
lights and will do the work when the Center is closed in the evenings;  the new lights will have a 
four-year payback period; motion sensors have been installed on the lighting in several of the 
rooms at the facility;  the bid packet on the steam room will go out next week;  the skatepark 
grant application was submitted last week and was for over $400,000 total with $240,000 being 
asked from GOCO; the solar panel system has been overheating and they are working at 
correcting the issue;  and the indoor ice rink will close for the season on March 26th.   
 
City Clerk:  Gail Davidson reminded Council that next Tuesday’s Work Session meeting has 
been cancelled and the Youth City Council will hold their “Mock” City Council session on 
Sunday, March 25th at 5:30pm.  Councilors are invited to attend.   
 
WSC Liaison:  Nicholas Edwards reported on the following:  this week there will be a “wet lab” 
on campus with a former student who will discuss alcohol use in a controlled environment;  the 
21+ alcohol event will take place tomorrow night at the College Center; also on Wednesday will 
be a Champion Slam Poetry performance reading at 7pm in Taylor Hall and Mark Romero will 
be speaking on the Adaptive Sports Program at 7pm; several WSC girls went to Metro State for a 
“Equal Pay for Women” Conference; and WSC went to 2 sports finals last week.  The Women’s 
Basketball team was in the RMAC finals for the first time in 25 years and it was a great game.   

 

Non-Scheduled Citizens:  None. 

 

City Council Discussion, Meeting Reports, Items for Work Session: 
Councilor Drexel:  reported he attended no meetings but asked about the Attorney search.  City 
Manager Coleman stated he has received 21 letters of interest, with 9 of those from local 
attorneys.  Staff will begin the initial matrix work and the information is available in the Clerk’s 
office.  There will be an Executive Session of Council on March 27th to discuss the process.  

 

Mayor Pro Tem Harriman:  reported she attended the Gunnison Valley Housing Foundation 
meeting and they looked at opportunities for housing projects and discussed possibilities with a 
Forest Service Representative.   

 

Mayor Houck: stated he had attended some meetings but at this late hour, he had nothing 
further to report.  
 

Councilor Seymour:  reported he attended the TA meeting this morning and there was a Local 
Marketing District meeting with the County Commissioners this afternoon.  They will meet 
again next Tuesday.  City Manager Coleman and Mayor Houck both stated they would be 
attending that meeting.  Councilor Seymour also stated there will be a Planning Commission 
meeting tomorrow evening.  

 

Councilor Nesbitt:  reported he talked with Randy Phelps and Randy is willing to come to 
Council and give an update about the hospital.  He also spoke with Gunnison Wildlife 
Conservation Coordinator Jim Cochran and the Gunnison Sage Grouse may not be listed as 
endangered by September 15.  Mr. Cochran is also willing to come in and give an update to 
Council.  
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Adjournment:  Mayor Houck called for any further discussion, and hearing none, adjourned the 
meeting at 10:11 P.M.   
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor  
 
 
______________________________ 
City Clerk 


